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In the Name of Allah the Most Gracious Most Merciful 

 

Foreword 
 
The material presented in this document is a result of an effort made by the 
personnel of the school of Ahlul’Bait of the Shia-Muslim Association of Bay 
Area Islamic Center at San Jose, California in cooperation with several 
schools of Ahlul’Bait at London-Stanmore, London-Hujjat, Vancouver, 
Minnesota and Toronto.. 
 
We, at San Jose, looked at material from London-Stanmore, London-Hujjat, 
Vancouver, Minnesota, Toronto and Irvine's Islamic institutions, as well as 
that available at various web-sites to compile age appropriate textbooks for 
use by our students. We thank the institutions that were kind enough to 
provide us with the electronic files of their curriculum. We used some of 
what they had and added to it what we felt was appropriate. We included 
more worksheets and pictures where deemed necessary. We also added 
some new topics that, we felt are important to the students. 
 
We had two important goals in mind while working on this document. First, 
introduce the students to the important Islamic concepts and beliefs that are 
crucial for him/her to know. Second, expose the students to as many 
Quranic verses and sayings from Prophet Muhammad (p) and his Ahlul’Bait 
(a) as possible. 
 
We thank Hujjatul Islam Maulana Nabi Raza Abidi for his spiritual guidance. 
We hope future efforts will continue taking place until reaching our goal of 
having a strong, rich and unified curriculum for the schools of Ahlul’Bait for 
all ages. 
 
        Syllabus Committee 
        School of Ahlul’Bait 
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Preface  
 
Ahlul Kisaa’ were covered in previous grades. Now we look at some of the 
reasons why these five personalities are very important in the history of 
Islam. Students are taught brief life histories of past prophets Musa, 
Dawood and Isa. A brief information on the four heavenly books, to whom 
were they reveled, Qur’anic verses on the heavenly books is covered in this 
grade. The contributions of Syeda Zainab (a) and Abbas (a) are mentioned 
from the history of Kerbala. Brief life histories from the first till third Imams 
are introduced so as to familiarize them to the students.
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Section I: Islamic History 
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MADYAN 

 

 

EGYPT 

EGYPT 

 

Chapter 1: Prophet Musa (A) 1 

 

As the years passed, Prophet Musa grew up 
strong and healthy. He then left Egypt and went 
to Madyan where he married Safura daughter 
of Prophet Shuaib  

After staying in Madyan for a while, he left to return to Egypt.  

On their way to Egypt in the severe winter night Prophet Musa and 
his wife who had lost their way, saw a fire in the distance. 

Prophet Musa told his wife to stay where she was and he 
went to the fire, thinkinf he would bring some of it back. 
 
 
When he reached the fire, he saw that the flames 
were coming from a green tree, but there was no one 
there. 

While Prophet Musa looked around in surprise, he suddenly heard a voice 
saying, "O Musa, I am your Lord!" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The voice then asked him to throw 
his staff onto the ground. At once 
it changed into a serpent, scaring 
him. He was then commanded to 
lift the snake without fear and as 
he did so, it changed back into a 
stick. 
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The Divine voice said to him, 

"O Musa! These are the two great Signs of your Lord. Go back to 
Fir'aun and his people and invite them towards your Lord!" 

 

 

 

The miracle frightened Fir'aun and he turned to his ministers for advice. 
They told him that Prophet Musa was just a good magician and that their 
own magicians could easily perform such tricks. 

Fir'aun called all the great magicians to his court. When they were told 
what had to be done, they were not worried. They threw pieces of rope on 
the ground and these cords began to wriggle like snakes. 

But when Prophet Musa (A) cast his staff down his serpent ate all the 
pieces of rope. The magicians immediately realised that this was no 
magic but a miracle, and threw them in prostration saying, "We believe 
in the faith of Musa". 

This made Fir'aun very angry and he warned them that if they did not take 
back their words, they would be killed. They did not change their minds 
and so he killed them.

Next he was told to put his hand under 
his armpit. When he drew it out again, 
his hand glowed with a bright light, like 
the sun. 

 

Prophet Musa told Fir'aun that he was a 
Messenger of Allah and that he was 
speaking the truth. He threw his staff on the 
ground and it changed into a snake. 
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 Worksheet: Prophet Musa (A) 1 

Draw below the two miracles that Allah gave to Prophet Musa (A): 
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Chapter 2: Prophet Musa (A) 2 

Allah told Prophet Musa to warn Fir'aun that He would punish him and his 
people if they continued in their ways; but Fir'aun was too proud to listen 
to the warning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prophet Musa collected the people of Bani Israa'il and left for Palestine. 
Fir'aun learnt of their escape and followed them with a huge army. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Soon lots of locusts ate away their crops. 
The River Nile got flooded and the people 
suffered with lice and illnesses. 

When all of this happened the people 
rushed to Prophet Musa asking him to pray 
for their relief and promised to follow his 
religion. But when they were cured and the 
situation improved, they returned to their 
idol worship. 

 

When the Bani Israa'il reached the Red 
Sea they saw Fir'aun approaching and 
were sure they were going to be killed. 
However, Prophet Musa struck the waters 
of the sea with his staff and the waters 
parted, making a dry path. The people 
rushed through and crossed safely. 

 

 

When Fir'aun saw the path he entered 
the sea at the head of his army. But 
while he was in the middle of the sea 
the waters suddenly closed around him 
and his men. 
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The people blamed Samiri for misguiding them and 
were sorry actions. Prophet Musa then got the golden 
calf melted and threw every trace of it in the sea 

 

In the final moments of his life Fir'aun realised the Power and    
Greatness of Allah, but it was too late. Fir'aun and hispeople 

drowned under the deep sea. This is how Allah rescued the Bani 
Israa'il from Fir'aun. 

 

Prophet Musa had promised the Bani Israa'il that once they left Egypt he 
would bring to them a Divine Book for their guidance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prophet Musa prayed to Allah for that 
Book. Allah told him to come to Mount 
Sinai and pass thirty nights there. 

When Prophet Musa returned to his 
people from Mount Sinai, he had with 
him the Tawrat, with the Divine 
revelations written on tablets of stone. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

However, while he was away, a man called Samiri 
made a golden calf by collecting gold from the 
people.  

Then he had sprinkled some dust into its mouth, 
which he had collected from under the feet of 
Angel Jibraeel on the day that Fir'aun had 
drowned. So, the calf made a sound and the 
people began to worship it. 

The made Prophet Musa very angry, and he 
asked them if they too wanted to displease Allah 
as Fir'aun had done. 
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2.1  Worksheet: Prophet Musa (A) 2 

1. Draw how Prophet Musa parted the river: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. When Firaun and his men entered the parted river what happened? 

When Fir’ain and his men entered the river ____________________ 

_______________________________________________________. 

 

3. How it was possible that the calf made of gold could make noises? 

The calf could make noises because _________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

  

  

 



14 

 

Chapter 3: Prophet Isa (A) 
 

 
Prophet Isa’s mother = Syeda Maryam 
 
He had no father. 
 
When Prophet Isa was 30 years old, he got the order of Allah to start his 
mission and the Divine Book, Injil, was revealed to him. 
 
He too could perform miracles like: 

- make a dead person alive again 
- make a blind person see again 
- curing illnesses 

 
These miracles made the Jew believe in him and others became his 
enemies. 
 
He chose 12 people from his followers and taught them from the Injil, so 
that they could travel and teach others. 
 
The people who hated him, tried to kill him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At this time, Allah raised Prophet Isa to the heavens to keep him safe. 
 
In the meantime, Yahuda went to his house but found it empty. While he 
was there, Allah changed his face to look like Prophet Isa’s. 

 
 

They gave, Yahuda, one of 
his followers, 30 pieces of 
silver to tell them which 
house Prophet Isa was in. 
They wanted to nail him to a 
cross and kill him. 
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Our Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) said:  When our 12th Imam 

(a.s.) re-appears, Prophet Isa will come down from 

the heavens and pray behind him. 

 
 

When he came out of the house to tell 
the enemies that the house was empty, 
they grabbed him and took him away.  
 
Although he told them that he wasn’t 
Prophet Isa, they wouldn’t believe him 
and he was crucified instead. 
 
Today the Jews and Christians believe 
that Prophet Isa died on the cross. 
 

 



16 

 

3.1 Worksheet: Prophet Isa (A)  

 
1. Which of the followers of Prophet Isa told his enemies where to find 

him? 
 
___________________________. 
 
2. In the cross below, write the name of the person who was mistaken for 

Prophet Isa and killed on the cross: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Why was this person mistaken for Prophet Isa? 
 
This person was mistaken for Prophet Isa (A) because: 
_________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________
__. 
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4. What happened to Prophet Isa (A)?  
 
Prophet Isa: 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 4: Prophet Dawood (A) 
 

 

The Bani Israa’il , who had been brought  out of the Egypt by Prophet 
Musa(A), had settled in the land of Palestine. However, they were 
constantly at war against the Philistines who finally managed to throw 
them out of their homes.  
They spent many sad years away from home, before they went to Prophet 
Samuel (A) and asked him to name a strong king for them so that they 
could get their land back. 
On the command of Allah, Prophet Samuel (A) named Taalut (Saul) as 
their king. The Bani Israa’l protested at this choice saying that Taalut was 
a poor and unknown man. However, Prophet Samuel (A) told them that 
Taalut has been chosen because of his knowledge, wisdom and strength 
and he would lead them to victory. It took Taalut 20 years to find the 
sacred box and once it was given back to Bani Israil, they marched to 
Palestine to fight for their land. 
The Philistines were led by a fearsome commander, a huge man by the 
name of Jaalut(Goliath). The sight of Jaalut frightened the Bani Israa’l and 
no one dared to fight him. 
Prophet Dawood(A) was present in the army of Taalut. He was too young 
to fight; his job was to attend to his three older brothers who were soldiers, 
and to bring news of the war back to their father. 
When Taalut saw that Jaalut has frightened his army, he promised great 
rewards and his daughter’s hand in marriage to the man who killed Jaalut. 
Prophet Dawood(A) who had never fought a duel before, approached 
Taalut and said, 

“I am fit to fight this devil because I have killed a tiger 

and a bear that attacked my father’s sheep” 
The brave words of Prophet Dawood(A) touched Taalut, who dressed him 
in a coat of armor and warned him to be careful. Before prophet 
Dawood(A) approached Jaalut, he removed the heavy armor  hindering 
his movements. He stood before the enemy, armed only with a catapult 
and the staff with which he used to guide his sheep. 
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Before Jaalut could react to his 
challenge, Prophet Dawood(A) had 
shot a stone from his catapult. The 
stone struck Jaalut’s forehead with 
terrible force and brought him to the 
ground in a daze. Prophet Dawood(A) 
then drew Jaalut’s heavy sword and 
cut off his head.  

The sight of their champion dead crushed the Philistines, who ran away 
from the battlefield in panic. 

Taalut Married his daughter Mikaal to Prophet Dawood(A) and made him 
his commander in chief. After Taalut’s death Prophet Dawood(A) became 
the king. 
Prophet Dawood(A) was given many blessings and miracles by Allah. 

He was given the divine book, Zaboor(Psalms).  
He was gifted with the beautiful voice, when he 
used to praise Allah, the mountains and birds 
would also join him. Iron was like wax in his 
hands. He used to design and mould battle armor 
made of iron ringlets joined together. 

The Holy Qur’an says: 

Indeed We granted Dawood a favour, saying, "O 

Mountains! Sing the 

praise of Allah along with him, and O Birds!, you too." 

And We made iron 

soft for him. Saba, 34 : 10 

 
Prophet Dawood(A) ruled for many years and after him his youngest son 
Prophet Sulaiman(A) became king. 
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4.1 Worksheet: Prophet Dawood (A) 
 

 
1. Prohphet Dawood (A) was given the miracle 

of_________________________. 
2. _____________________was appointed as the king of Bani Israa’il. 
3. The Philistines were led by a fearsome commander, a huge man by 

the name of ______________________. 
4. The divine book given to Prophet Dawood (a) is ______________. 
5. Prophet Dawood(A) ruled for many years and after him his 

youngest son Prophet _________________(A) became king. 
 
 
 

Sulaiman                    Jaalut 

             

               Zaboor 

 

 

Taalut                 Beautiful voice 
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Chapter 5: Prophet Muhammad (s) 
 

Our Holy Prophet Muhammad was born in Mecca on 17th of Rabi 

ul Awwal. He was the son of Abdullah and Aminah. His father, 

Abdullah, died a few days before his birth.  

Aminah, the mother of the Holy Prophet asked a lady called Halima    

to take care of her son so that he could be brought up in the open and 

healthy country air.  

The Holy Prophet Muhammad (s) spent the first five years of his life with 
Halima and then she returned him to his mother Aminah. When he was 
about six years old, she took him to Medina for a few days. On their return 
journey, she died 

After this his grandfather Abd al-Muttalib took him into his 

care.Abd al-Muttalib loved his grandchild very much and was very kind to 
him. However, he too, died after two years. 

Now the Holy Prophet began to live with his uncle Abu Talib and 

aunt Fatimah, daughter of Asad. They loved Muhammad (s) as if he 

was their own son. When Abu Talib went on a business trip, he took his 
young nephew along with him. This way, he learned a lot about trading. 

Prophet Muhammad, even as a young man, was very honest with people. 

The people, therefore, respected him very much and used to call him al-

Sadiq (the truthful) and al-Amin (the trustworthy). 

It was because of his kindness and honesty that a very rich lady called 

Khadija asked him to marry her. The Prophet agreed and they got 

married and lived together very happily. 
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5.1 Worksheet: Prophet Muhammad (s) 

 
 

Jigsaw 
Fill in the missing word to find the name of the 
perfect person.  

I S L'A  -  

Q _ R' A N  

A __,LULBAIT  
  

 EXA __PLE    

__ADINA    

__L LA H    

HA__ ITH    
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5.2  Color 

Our prophet was called by these titles 

  

 

Trustworthy 
 

’ 

Truthful 
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5.3 : Worksheet 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Our Holy Prophet Muhammad 

was brought up by: 

 

1.   Halima 

 

2. Grandfather  

Abdul Muttalib 

 

3. Uncle & Aunt –  

Abu Talib &  

Fatimah Binte Asad 
 

 

 

THE NAME OF PROPHET MUHAMMAD’S 

FATHER IS: 

A _ _ _ L L _ H 

 

THE NAME OF PROPHET MUHAMMAD’S 

MOTHER is: 

A M _ _ A H 
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Chapter 6: Prophet Muhammad (saw) 

(continued) 

Prophet Muhammad never worshipped idols and at times he would go in 
a cave at mount Hira and think. The Prophet used to be hurt when he saw 
the people of Mecca fighting and cheating one another.  

One day when he was in the cave, Angel Gibrael (A) came down by 

Alla’hs command and told Prophet Muhammad that he has been chosen 
by Allah to become the Prophet and Messenger and spread the religion of 
Islam.  

Prophet Muhammad advised the people to stop from idol-worship and 
other evil deeds, and to worship only Allah, who has made the heavens 
and the earth.  

He also told them of the Day of Judgment, when everyone will see his or 
her good and bad deeds in this world, and will be either rewarded or 
punished for them.  

His first wife lady Khadija and his cousin Imam Ali (A) were the first 

to believe in his Prophethood and to accept Islam, 
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6.1 Worksheet 

 

 

 

 

Can you find the 

letters IDOLS? 

 
DRAW an idol in this 

box and then put a red 

“X” on it. 
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6.2 Color the correct sun. 

 
The birthday of our Holy Prophet Muhammad (saw) is: 
 

 

                     

                    FRIDAY   13
TH

 RABIUL AWWAL 

 

 

                    FRIDAY   17
TH

 RABIUL AWWAL 
 

                       

                    FRIDAY   15
TH

 RABIUL AWWAL 
 

 

He was born in ____________ 

 

                       YEMEN 

 

 

                               

                        MEDINA                               

           

                          

                        MECCA 
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6.3 Find the correct names.  

 
1. Prophet Muhammad’s (saw) father               A____  _____U _____  _____AH 

 

 

2. Prophet Muhammad’s daughter                    F____   T______   _____ A H    

 

       

3. Prophet Muhammad’s (saw) grandfather      A __ D __  L __ ___ T T ___  L___ 

__B      
      

 

4. Prophet Muhammad’s (saw)  Mother            A___ ____N ____H 

 

 

5. Prophet Muhammad’s (saw) Uncle               A ___ U T____L____B 

  

 

6. Prophet Muhammad’s (saw) wife                  K ___A ___ ____ JA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

       KHADIJA        ABDULMUTTALIB   

 

          

        ABDULLAH         FATIMAH 

 

 

      ABUTALIB                AMINAH 
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6.4 Color the titles of Prophet Muhammad (s) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sadiq Khalil 

Amin 
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Chapter 7: Four Heavenly Books 
 
There are 5 Special Prophets called the Ulul Azm Prophets who brought 
laws for human beings from Allah. 

- Prophet Nuh  
- Prophet Ibrahim  
- Prophet Musa  
- Prophet Isa  
- Prophet Muhammad  

 

The Prophets usually had their new set of laws (Shariah) made into a book. 
These are known as Divine books: 

- Prophet Nuh and Prophet Ibrahim each had a Divine book but not 
much is known about either of these books. 

 
The other Divine books that we know of are: 
 

1. Zabur  – revealed to Prophet Dawood 
2. Tawrat  – revealed to Prophet Musa 
3. Injil   – revealed to Prophet Isa  
4. Qur’an  – revealed to Prophet Muhammad 
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7.1  Worksheet: Four Heavenly Books 

1. Can you fit the names of the Ulul Azm Prophets in the crossword? 
One has been done for you. 

 

2. How many Divine Books are there? And what are they called? 

There are ___________ Divine Books.   And they are: 

1. ______________ 
2. ______________ 
3. ______________ 
4. ______________ 

 

 I 

S 

A 
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Chapter 8:  Ahlul Kisa 1 

 

AHLUL =    People 

KISA =    Blanket 

HADITH =    Story 

AHLUL KISA =  People of the Blanket. 

HADITH-E-KISA:  Story of the blanket. 

 

8.1  Hadith-e-Kisa 

 
One day Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w.) went to the 
house of his daughter, Syeda Fatimah (a.s.) and told 
her that he wanted to lie down and could she give him 
a blanket, (Kisa), which she did. 
 
A little while later, there was a knock on the door. It was her son, Imam 
Hasan (a.s.). He said Salam to his mother and then asked if his grandfather 
was in the house. His mother replied that he was. Imam Hasan (a.s.) went 
to his grandfather and asked if he may join him under the Kisa. The 
Prophet (s.a.w.) agreed. 
 
A little while later, there was a knock on the door.  It was her son, Imam 
Hussein (a.s.). He said salam to his mother and then asked if his 
grandfather was in the house. His mother replied that he was.  Imam 
Hussein (a.s.) went to his grandfather and asked if he may join him under 
the Kisa. The Prophet (s.a.w.) agreed, so Imam Hussein (a.s.) joined his 
grandfather and his brother, under the Kisa. 
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A little while later, there was a knock on the door. It was her husband, Imam 
Ali (a.s.). He said Salam to his wife and then asked if his cousin, the 
Prophet (s.a.w.) was in the house. His wife replied that he was. Imam Ali 
(a.s.) went to his cousin and asked if he may join him under the Kisa. The 
Prophet (s.a.w.) agreed. So, Imam Ali (a.s.) then joined his cousin (and 
father-in-law), and his two sons, under the Kisa. 
 
A little while later Syeda Fatimah (a.s.) went to her father and asked if she 
may join him under the Kisa. The Prophet (s.a.w.) agreed, so she joined 
her father, her husband, and her two sons, under the Kisa. 

 “FATIMAH, with HER FATHER, PROPHET MUHAMMAD (s.a.w.), 

HER HUSBAND, IMAM ALI (a.s.) and 

HER TWO SONS.”, IMAM HASAN (a.s.) AND IMAM HUSSEIN (a.s.) 

 

Ahlul Kisa = Ahlul Bait = Panjatan  are: 

- Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w.), 
- Imam Ali (a.s.), 
- Syeda Fatimah (a.s.), 
- Imam Hasan (a.s.),  
- Imam Hussein (a.s.). 

  

The Angel Jibrail asked Allah who was under 
the blanket and he was told that it was: 
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8.2  Worksheet: Ahlul Kisa 
 

Find the names of the Ahlul Kisa in the Word search below: 

 

F L T A L I B P H H 

A U A N A S A H U I    

T H U S S E I N Y W 

M U H A M M A D G I 

J K H S L I L F G Q  

H A M I T A F B N X 

 
 

 



35 

 

Chapter 9: Ahlul Kisa -2 

Once, when Imam Hasan (a.s.) and Imam Hussein (a.s.) were children 
they both fell ill. Their parents, Imam Ali (a.s.) and Syeda Fatimah 
(a.s.), made a nazr that they would fast three days if their children 
became well. 

Nazr is a promise that you make to Allah to do something extra for 
His pleasure if your wish comes true. 

Both Imam children recovered from their illness very soon. Their parents 
decided to fast the next day. The young Imams (a.s.) also decided to fast, 
as well as their maid Fizza. 

On the first day of the fasting, Syeda Fatimah (a.s.) 
prepared some bread to break their fast with. 

In the evening, they all prayed then sat down to break their 
fast. Just as they were about to eat their bread, a poor 
man knocked at the door and asked for something to eat. 

 

They all gave their bread to the beggar, and broke their 
fast with water only. 

 

The next day, they fasted for a second time. Again, Syeda Fatimah (a.s.) 
made bread for their Iftar. 

This time, as they were about to break their fast, an 
orphan came to their door asking for food.  
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Although Syeda Fatimah (a.s.) and her family had not eaten for two days, 
they all happily gave their loaf of bread to the orphan and again slept 
without any food. 

On the third day of their fasting, as they sat down to break 
their fast, a prisoner knocked at the door asking for food.  

Without hesitating, they again gave away their bread. 

 

Allah revealed Sura Ad-Dahr in the Holy Qur'an, in praise of the 
sacrifice made by this holy family. 

 

 

 

 

 

Moral: Always think of others before yourself. It is 

not how much you give but the intention with which 

you give. 
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9.1  Worksheet: Ahlul Kisa - 2 

What was the nazr the family kept and why did they make this nazr? 

 

 

Who did they give their food to on each of the three days? 

 

 

What was the sacrifice that this family made for which a Surah of the Holy 
Qur’an was revealed and what was the name of this Surah? 
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Chapter 10:  Mubahila 

 

The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) had sent letters to many different 
countries inviting them to Islam. One letter was sent to the 
Christians of Najran. 

The Christians wanted to meet the Holy 
Prophet (s.a.w.) 

 

When they arrived in Medina, the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) was sad 
to see them dressed in silk and gold, and he ignored them.  

Imam Ali (a.s.) asked them to change into simple clothes, and the 

Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) was then happy to see them. 

 

They talked, but the Christians would not listen to the 
Prophet (s.a.w.).  

They believed in Prophet Isa as the son of God, because he had no 
father. 

Allah sent down a verse from Sura Aali Imran, saying that if they called 
Prophet Isa the son of God (as he has no father), 
then they should also call Prophet Adam the same, 
because he was born without a father or mother. 

 

The Christians did not have an answer to this, but 
they still argued because they did not want to say 
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they were wrong. 

Allah ordered the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) to do "Mubahila" with the 
Christians.  

Mubahila means to curse one another.  

The next day, on the 24th of Zilhajj, the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) came out for 
Mubahila with Imam Hasan (a.s.), Imam Hussein (a.s.), Syeda Fatimah 
(a.s.) and Imam Ali (a.s.).  

The Christians, on seeing the shining faces of the group began to tremble 
and shake. 

They backed away and realised that they had failed. 
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10.1  Eid-e- Mubahila: 

On what date did Mubahila occur?  

Mubahila occurred on: ___________________________________ 

 

For the challenge of Mubahila, the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) came out 
with the following people. Why and who did they represent? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Imam Hasan 
(a.s.) 

Imam    Ali      
(a.s.) 

Prophet 
Muhammad 

(s.a.w.) 

Imam 
Hussein 

(a.s.) 

Syeda 
Fatimah 
(a.s.) 
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Chapter 11: 12 Imams 
 

11.1 A-IMMAH (A) (12 Imams) 

The A-immah (A) came after our Holy Prophet Muhammad (saw), as he 
was the last of the Prophets. 
Just like prophets Imams have to: 

 Be chosen by Allah 

 Be Masoom- not have committed any sins, not even by mistake. 

 Be able to perform miracles 

 Have the best Akhlaq and the most knowledge. 

11.2 Why do we need an Imam? 

The Imam is there to help us and guide us when we do not understand 
something or when we forget something. 
 
Once in a mosque in Iraq there was a man called Amr bin Ubayd who told 
people that he did not believe in the need of A-immah. 
A young student of Imam Ja'far as-Sadiq 
(A), whose name was Hisham, asked 
Amr that if he was so sure that there was 
no need of an Imam, could he please 
answer some of his questions. Amr 
agreed. 
Hisham: “Do you have eyes?” 
Amr: “Yes, of course I have eyes.” 
Hisham: “What is the use of your eyes?” 
Amr: “They are to see with.” 
Hisham: “Do you have ears?” 
Amr: “Yes, I have ears.” 
Hisham: “What is the use of your ears?” 
Amr: “They are to hear with.” 
Hisham: “What about your nose, your mouth? 
Amr: Thought what foolish questions he was being asked. 

I don’t think I need an 

Imam.. 
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Hisham: “Do you have a brain?” 
Amr : “yes, I have a brain.” 
Hisham: “Of what use is the brain to you?” 
Amr: “It is with the brain that I am able to understand the information 
received by all the other organs.” 
Hisham: “Does that mean that although all the organs that you have 
(eyes, ears, nose, and mouth) are healthy, they still cannot work without 
the brain. 
Amr: “Yes” 
Hisham: “So, if Allah has made a brain to guide the organs in the body, 

DON’T YOU THINK THAT ALLAH WOULD LEAVE A 

GUIDE (IMAM) FOR ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE 

WORLD?” 
Amr could not reply! 

11.3 12 Imams 

 

1
st
:  Imam Ali (a.s.) 

2
nd

: Imam Hasan (a.s.) 

3
rd

: Imam Hussein (a.s.) 

4
th

: Imam Ali Zainul Abideen (a.s.) 

5
th

: Imam Muhammad Al-Baqir (a.s.) 

6
th

: Imam Ja'far As-Sadiq (a.s.) 

7
th

: Imam Musa Al-Kadhim (a.s.) 

8
th

: Imam Ali Ar-Ridha (a.s.) 

9
th

: Imam Muhammad At-Taqi (a.s.) 
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10
th

: Imam Ali An-Naqi (a.s.) 

11
th

: Imam Hasan Al-Askari (a.s.) 

12
th

: Imam Muhammad Al-Mahdi (a.s.) 
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11.4 Worksheet 
 

 

Why do we need an Imam? 
We need an Imam because: 
___________________________________________________________
. 
 

Ali Hasan said he was an Imam, why can this not be 

true? 
This cannot be true because an Imam has to be: 
a. ____________________________________ 
b. ____________________________________ 
c. ____________________________________ 
d. ___________________________________ 
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11.5 Worksheet: Join the Imam's name with the 

right number box. 

Imam Ali (a.s.) 

Imam Hussein (a.s.) 

Imam Musa Al-Kadhim (a.s.) 

Imam Muhammad At-Taqi (a.s.) 

Imam Muhammad Al-Mahdi (a.s.) 

Imam Muhammad Al-Baqir (a.s.) 

Imam Ali Zainul Abideen (a.s.) 

Imam Ali Ar-Ridha (a.s.) 

Imam Ja'far As-Sadiq (a.s.) 

Imam Hasan Al-Askari (a.s.) 

Imam Hasan (a.s.) 

Imam Ali An-Naqi (a.s.) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 11 

 

  

2 

 

  

 10 

 

  

4 

  

 

 1 

 

 5 

 

 

3 

 

 

12 

 

 

8 

 

6 

 

 

9 

 

 

7 
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Chapter 12: Imam Ali (as) 
 

 

__________________________________________ 
 

Name           : Ali-ibn- Abu Talib (A) 

Title             : Ameer ul Mu’mineen, sayyid al Wasiyyeen, saqi al kawthar,  

                      Haider e Karrar,Waliullah, Asadullah Ghalib 

Kunyat         : Abul Hasan 

Birth date     : 13th Rajab, at Holy Ka’ba 

Father     : Abu Talib (A)  

Mother         : Syeda Fatimah binte Asad 

Death          : 21st Ramadhan 40 A.H.  

                

Buried         : Najaf, Iraq 

_______________________________________________ 

 
Imam Ali (A) our first Imam was born in the Ka’ba on 
the 13th of Rajab - the year 30 ‘Aamul Feel.  

 1 
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His father was called Imran but is better known as Abu Talib (A).Abu Talib 
(A) was the uncle of our holy prophet Muhammad (saw). 
His mother was Syeda Fatimah binte ‘Asad (A) 
From his very childhood, he was brought up in the house of the Holy 

Prophet who gave him the best education. 

 

 He was the first among men to accept Islam.  

 He knew the verses of the Holy Qur'an and Islamic Laws.  

 He thought a lot before saying or doing anything so that whatever 
he said was correct and whatever he did was according to Islamic 
teachings. 

 He was very brave and he spent his whole life fighting against 
injustice  

 He was polite and not proud and treated everyone like a brother 
and a friend.  

 He was never unfair to anybody and did not displease anyone. 

 He used simple, but clean clothes. His diet was also very simple. 
He usually ate barley bread. He was so just and happy with was 
Allah had given him that he once said, 

"If you give me the whole world, to snatch away just 

one grain from the mouth of an ant, I will never do 

so". 

Imam Ali (A) was a very brave man and the hero of all the battles of Islam. 

He was given a special sword called Zulfiqar from 

Allah.  
 
He was very knowledgeable. The Prophet (saw) said: 

“I am the city of knowledge, and Ali is its gate” 
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12.1 Marraige 

He was married to Syeda Fatimah (A), who was the daughter of Prophet 
Muhammad (S). Together, they had five children. They were: 

 Imam Hasan (A) 

 Imam Hussein (A) 

 Mohsin (A) 

 Syeda Zainab (A) 

 Syeda Kulthum (A) 

 

Under Allah's command, the Holy Prophet told the people that Imam Ali 
(A) was going to be the leader of the Muslims after his death.  

12.2 Martyrdom: 

 On the 19th of Ramadan 40 A.H., while doing his Salaa in 

the Masjid al-Kufa, he was struck with a poisoned sword of 

Abd al Rahman who was the son of Muljim.  

 He died on the 21st of Ramadan.  

 His grave is in the city of Najaf in Iraq. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



49 

 

 

12.3 Worksheet 

MMEFATHER 

MOTHER 

WIFE 

SON 

SON 

SON 

DAUGHTER 

DAUGHTER 

COUSIN & FATHER-

IN-LAW 
 

1. IMAM HUSSEIN 

 

2. SYEDA FATIMAH 

 

3. PROPHET 

MUHAMMAD 

 

4. IMAM HASAN 

 

5. MOHSIN  

 

6. ABU TALIB 

 

7. FATIMAH BINTE ASAD 

 

8. SYEDA KULTHUM 
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Chapter 13: : EID-E-GHADEER: 

On the 18th of Zilhajj , Allah commanded  Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w.) in the Qur’an 
to stop at a place called Ghadeer-e-Khum (the pond of Khum). 

 

 

A friend of the Prophet 
called all the people to 
gather around. 

The Holy Prophet 
(s.a.w.) led the Salaa.  

 

Then, he stood so that all the people could see him. He told everyone that when he 
dies, he would leave behind two special things: 

 

 

 

 

The Prophet (s.a.w.) explained that if the people follow BOTH the Qur’an AND the 
Ahlul ‘Bait, Allah will always be happy with them. 

The Book of Allah 
(the Qur’an) 

the Ahlul’ Bait 
(his family) 

SYEDA FATIMAH 

& 12 IMAMS (a.s.) 
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But if the people follow only the Qur’an, and don’t listen to the Ahlul’ Bait, then Allah 
will NOT be happy with them 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then, he prayed to Allah to love those people who love Imam Ali (a.s.), and hate 
those who do not love him.  

Allah then said that the religion of Islam had been completed that day. 

This day is known as Eid-e-Ghadeer.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Then Prophet Muhammad 
(s.a.w.) held up Imam Ali (a.s.) 
hand, showing him to all the 
people, and said whoever 
considered the Prophet (s.a.w.) 
their leader must also consider 
Imam Ali (a.s.) their leader. 
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13.1 Worksheet: EID-E-GHADEER: 

Write the meaning of the following hadith then learn it. 

 

 

 

  

It means:  

 

 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Write what 2 things the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) said he was leaving behind.  

  
 

 

1. ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

2____________________________________________________________________ 
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13.2 Color

 

 

 

“Of whomsoever I am the Master 

(Mawla), 

this Ali is also his Master" 
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Chapter 14: Imam Hasan Al-Mujtaba (A) 

___________________________________________ 

Name   : Hasan 

Title    : Al Mujtaba 

Born    : 15th Ramadhan 3 AH at Medina 

Father  : Imam Ali ibne Abu Talib (as) 

Mother  :Syeda Fatimah a.s (Daughter of the Holy 

                                Prophet s.a.w ) 

Martyred   : 7th Safar 50 A.H at Medina 

Buried   : Jannatul Baqi, Medina 

 

14.1 Childhood: 

Imam Hasan (A) was named by the Prophet (saw). The name came from Allah 
through Angel Jibrael.  The Prophet said to Imam Ali (A): 

‘O Ali! You are to me as Haroon was to Musa. Prophet Haroon (A) 
had two sons called Shabber and Shabbir. In Arabic Shabbar is 

translated as Hasan” 

Imam Hasan(as) was the first  son of Imam Ali (as) and 
Syeda Fatimah (as).prophet Muhammad (saw) was very 
happy at his birth and did his Aqiqa by slaughtering a lamb 
and giving away silver to the poor. That was the first Aqiqa 
ever done in the history of Islam.  

2 
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Imam Hasan (A) was only one year older than Imam Hussein (A) and they grew up 
side by side with same principles and goals. Imam Hasan (A) and Imam Hussein 
(A) were very dear to the Holy Prophet (saw). He used to carry them on his 
shoulders and once told the people, 

“Hasan and Hussein are the leaders of the Youth of Paradise” 

During the Imamat of Imam Ali, the battles of Siffen, Jamal and Nahrwaan were 
fought. Imam Hasan (A) was the standard bearer in all these battles and played an 
important role in the victories.  

When his father Imam Ali (A) died, Imam Hasan(A)  was 37 years old. He became 
the next Imam. 

14.2  Courtesy of Imam Hasan (A)  

One day, Imam Hasan (A) saw an old man was performing Wudhu but his Wudhu 
was not right.  

Imam Hasan (A) wanted to make him aware of his mistake but he didn’t want to 
break his heart or annoy him so that he didn’t accept it.  

So he went along with Imam Hussein (A) and between the 2 brothers, they decided 
to create a scene and ask the old man to make the judgment.  

Imam Hasan (A) addressed Imam Hussein (A) and said,  

"I perform a better wudhu as compared to yours." 

 Imam Hussein (A) said "I perform it better than you do."  

Both of them approached the old man and said, "You come and see our wudhu 
and decide who performs a better wudhu." Both of them got busy with performing 
ablution and ended it in a correct and nice way.  

The old man understood the secret of their act and realized that they meant him to 
find out his fault, in this way. So he said to them "The wudhu performed by both of 
you is correct, I am an old man, who did not know how to perform the wudhu 
correctly. You made me aware about my fault. I am much thankful to you."  
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14.3 Imamat 
 

 

 

When his father Imam Ali (A) died, Imam Hasan(A)  
was 37 years old. He became the next Imam. 

Muawiya, the governer of Syria did not want Imam 
Hasan (A) to be the leader of the Muslims, Imam 
Hasan (A) wanted to fight with him but he didn’t have 
a faithful army. He had to sign a peace agreement 
with Muawiya . Thus Muawiya became the ruler. 

Muawiya promised a lot of reward to Imam Hasan’s (A) wife Juda binte Ashath if 
she kills Imam Hasan(A).Imam Hasan (A) was poisoned by her and he is buried in 
Medina. 
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14.4 Worksheet: Imam Hasan (A) 

Answer the questions: 

1. Who was Imam Hasan’s (A) father? 

________________________________ 

2. Who was Imam Hasan’s (A) mother? 

_______________________________ 

3. Who did not like Imam Hasan (A) to be the Imam? 

_______________________________ 

4. Who poisoned Imam Hasan (A)? 

_______________________________ 

5. Where is Imam buried? 

________________________________ 

6. Who recited Adhan and Iqamah in Imam Hasan’s ear? 

_________________________________ 

7. Who is the brother of Imam Hasan (A)? 

__________________________________ 
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Chapter 15: Imam Hussein As-Shaheed (A) 

_______________________________________ 

Name   : Hussein 

Title     : Sayyid-ush-Shohada (Leader of Martyrs) 

Kunyat    : Abu Abdullah 

Born    : 3rd Shaban 4 AH at Medina 

Father   : Imam Ali ibne abu Talib (as) 

Mother   :SyedaFatimah a.s (Daughter of the Holy 

                                    Prophet s.a.w ) 

Martyred    : 10th Muharram 61 AH at Kerbala 

Buried    : Kerbala 

 

15.1 Childhood: 

Imam Hussein (as) was the second son of Imam Ali (as) and Syeda 

Fatimah (as). 

On the day he was born Allah told angel Jibraeel to go and 

congratulate the Prophet (saw), Imam Ali (as) and Syeda 

Fatimah (as.) On the way down from heaven Jibraeel passed 

an Island where the angel Futrus was sent to (as a punishment 

for taking too long in doing something Allah had ordered.) His 

wings had also been taken away. 

3 
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“Where are you going Jibraeel?”  Futrus asked.   

 

Jibraeel told him he was going to congratulate the Prophet (saw) and his 

family on the birth of Imam Hussein (as.) 

“Can I come with you?” Futrus asked. 

With Allah’s permission Jibraeel took Futrus with him. They congratulated 

the Prophet (saw) who asked Futrus to touch the cradle of Imam Hussein 

(as.) As soon as Futrus touched the cradle his wings came back. He 

thanked the Prophet (saw) 

When he returned to heaven all the other angels asked him why he smelt 

so nice  

“I am the lucky one who has touched the cradle of Imam Hussein 

(as.)” Futrus replied. 

 

 

 

 

The holy Prophet (saw) used to love Imam Hussein (as) very much. 

 

Moral: If you want something it is better to ask through our Imam's (A) as they 
are closer to Allah than we are. 
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15.2 Imam Hussein (A) and the Holy Qur’an:  

Abu Abdil Rahman Salmi was a Qur’an teacher in Medina. Many children would 
come to him to learn how to recite the Holy Qur’an.  
One day he taught a son of Imam Hussein (A) to recite Surah Al-Fatihah (Al-
Hamd). When the child recited the Surah Al-Fatihah before his father, Imam 
Hussein (A) was so pleased that he rewarded the teacher with valuable gifts.  
Some people criticized this action saying it was not necessary to give so much in 
return for teaching one Surah. In reply, Imam Hussein (A) said, 

"What comparison can there be between the gift I have 

given to the teacher of my child, and his teaching the Holy 

Qur'an, the gift which he has given to my child?" 
Imam Hussein (A) gave a lot of importance to the Holy Qur'an during his life. 
During the night of Qadr, in the Holy month of Ramadhan, there is a specific 
Ziyaarah of Imam Hussein (A) which we recite.  
Imam of our time Imam Mahdi (A) in his Ziyaarah addresses Imam Hussein (A) 
saying: 

 "You were for the Prophet, a son and for the Holy Qur'an, 

a support". 

 

 

 

 

 

15.3 Martyrdom: 

Yazid was a very evil man who changed everything that the prophet (saw) 

had taught .Yazid wanted Imam Hussein (as) to follow him. Imam (as) 

refused to follow him, because he knew that if he did, true Islam would be 

forgotten. That made Yazid very angry. 
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Yazid sent a large army to Kerbala under the command of Ubaidullah ibne 

Ziyad and surrounded Imam Hussein (as), his family and a small army of 

72 people. 

On the day of Ashura 61 A.H Imam Hussein (as) and his companions were 

martyred in Kerbala and are buried there.  
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15.4 Worksheet: 

 
The prophet of Allah Muhammad (saw) has said many HADITH (sayings) for Imam 
Hasan(A) and Imam Hussein(A). One of these sayings is given numbers noted 
below .Find the letters for the same number from the key and write them below. 

 
 
 
 

                 
 
 
 
 

 
 

8-1-19-1-14 1-14-4 

   

8-21-19-19-5-9-14 

 

1-18-5 20-8-5 

  

        12-5-1-4-5-18-19 

 

15-6                 20-8-5   

   

       25-15-21-14-7 

  

16-5-15-16-12-5 

  

9-14   8-5-1-22-5-14-19 

 

_________   _______ 

 

 

______    _________ 

 

 

_______       _______ 

 

 

 

 

_____   __________ 

1     2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9    10    11     
A     B    C   D    E    F   G   H    I      J      K 
 
12    13   14    15   16   17   18   19   20    21 
L       M    N      O     P    Q    R     S    T     U 
 
22     23     24     25     26 

V        W      X      Y       Z     
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Chapter 16: The life of Syeda Zainab binte Ali (A) 
 
 
Name     : Zainab 
Title        : Siddiqa-e-Sughra 
Kunyat   : Umm-ul-Massaib 
Born at   : Medina on 5th of Jamadiul Awaal 
Father     : Imam Ali (A) 
Mother    : Syeda Fatimah (A) 
 
It was in 5th Hijri that Prophet Muhammad’s (p) daughter Syeda Fatimah Zahra (a.s) 
had a baby girl. Prophet Muhammad (p) named her ZAINAB 
 

16.1  Growing Up in Medina: 

 
Syeda Zainab (a.s) shared her childhood with her two brothers, Imam Hasan (a.s) 
and Imam Hussein (a.s) and a sister Syeda Kulthum (a.s) under the guidance of her 
grandfather, the Prophet of Allah (saw) and her parents Imam Ali (a.s) and Syeda 
Fatimah (a.s) 
 
When she was seven her grandfather passed away which was soon followed by the 
death of her mother 
 
While still a young girl, she was fully able to care for her family.  
 
 She was very kind and generous to the poor, homeless and orphan. 
 
From very early childhood she was very fond of her brothers especially Imam 
Hussein (a.s).  
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16.2  Character: 

Syeda Zainab (a.s) was 
 As SERENE as her grandmother Sayeda Khadija (a.s). 
 As MODEST as her mother Sayeda Fatimah Zahra (a.s). 
 As EXPRESSIVE as her father Imam Ali (a.s). 
 As PATIENT as Imam Hasan (a.s). 
 As BRAVE as Imam Hussein (a.s). 
 

16.3  Marriage: 

 
She was married to her first cousin Abdullah ibne Ja’far Tayaar. 
 

16.4  Children: 

  
Syeda Zainab and Abdullah had five children, four boys and a girl. 
 
 1. Ali   
 2. Aun    
 3. Muhammad  
 4. Abbas      
 5. Umme Kulthum 
 

16.5  Role in Kerbala: 

 
Sayeda Zainab, (a.s), was the source of courage for the survivors of the tragedy of 
Kerbala.  

16.5.1 Role after the Tragedy of Kerbala: 

On the night of Ashoor, when Yazid's army set fire to their tents, it was Sayeda 
Zainab(a.s), who saved Imam Zainul `Abedeen (a.s), and the children from being 
burnt alive. She then gathered the women and children and guarded them 
throughout the night. The next day, when they were being taken to Kufah, she 
consoled the Ahlul’bait when they were made to pass by the bodies of their loved 
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ones. The caravan was taken to the court of Ibne Ziyaad , Later, the caravan was 
marched to Damascus. During this part of the journey the women and children were 
treated with cruelty.Syeda Zainab(a.s), tried her best to comfort them. 

16.5.2 In the Court of Yazid: 

  It was in Damascus that their suffering reached its peak. The bazaars of Damascus 
had been decorated and people had gathered in the streets to see the caravan's 
arrival. They had been told that Yazid's army had successfully crushed a rebellion 
and now the prisoners were being marched to the court of Yazid. However, when 
they saw th innocent faces of the children and the noble ladies they were confused. 
When the members of the caravan entered Yazid's court, Imam Zainul `Abedeen( 
as), gave a sermon strongly condemning Yazid, and reminded him that they were the 
family of the Holy Prophet(saw). This sermon had a big impact on all present in the 
court.  

16.5.3 Return to Medina: 

 After the members of the caravan were released from Yazid's prison, Syeda Zainab 
(A), requested that they be given a house where they could mourn their loved ones. 
Here she held the first majlis. Later, when she returned to Medina, she continued to 
tell the tragedy of Kerbala to the people of Medina and devoted the rest of her life to 
the remembrance of Imam Hussein (a.s). 
 
Syeda Zainab, as, has shown us how to keep the memory of Imam Hussein, as, and 
the tragedy of Kerbala alive. Therefore, it is our duty to do majalis, especially for the 
younger generation, to ensure that Imam Hussein's sacrifice to save Islam is never 
forgotten. 

16.5.4 Death: 

Syeda Zainab (a.s) died in Sham and her tomb is in Damascus, Syria. 
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16.6  Worksheet:  Life of Syeda Zainab binte Ali (A) 

 
Circle the correct answer. 
 
1. The title of Syeda Zainab (A) is 
 
  Siddiqa 
  Siddiqa Kubra 
  Siddiqa  Sughra 
 
2. Syeda Zainab (A) was ______________ years old when her grand father and 
mother died. 
 
  5  
  10 
  7 
 
3. Yazid’s court was in the city of __________________. 
 
  Kufah 
  Kerbala 
  Damascus 
 
4. The first majlis for Imam Hussein (A) was conducted by__________________. 
 
  Syeda Fizza 
  Syeda  Zainab 
  Syeda  Ruquia 
 
5.  The tomb of Syeda Zainab (A) is in ____________. 
 
  Kerbala 
  Damascus 
  Najaf 
 



67 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECTION II: Special Occasions 
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Chapter 17:  Understanding Kerbala 
 

17.1 Prophet Muhammad’s (s) Family Tree 
 

ISMAEEL 
 
 

ADNAN 
 
 

QUSAY 
 
 

ABD MANAF 
 

 
   
              HASHIM                     ABD SHAMS 
                                                                                            
            
                ABDUL MUTTALIB             UMAYYA 
 
 
 
ABDULLAH                          ABU TALIB                                                HARB  
 
 
MUHAMMAD(S)                     ALI (A)                                             ABU SUFIYAN                                                                                         
 
 
FATIMAH (A) 
                       YAZEED                           MAWIYAH 
                      
 
                YAZEED 
 
HASAN (A)   HUSSEIN (A)  
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                    Overview of the life of Imam Hussein (as)

Imam Hussein (a) born 4 

A.H

Prophet Mohammed (s) very happy; names him Hussein and calls him his son.

Imam Hussein (a) 6 years 

old.

Prophet Mohammed (s) dies. Rightful successor is Imam Ali (a). Abu bakr becomes khalifa 

(against our Prophet's will) for 2 years.

Imam Hussein (a) 8years 

old.

Umar becomes 2nd khalifa. He makes Yazeed, then his brother Muawiyah, governor of 

Syria. Umar rules for 10 years

Imam Hussein (a) 19 

years old

Othman becomes khalifa. Him and Muawiyah (governor of Syria) cause a lot of trouble. 

Othman starts to downfall and asks for Imam Ali's (a) help. Imam helps him. Othman rules 

for 12 years.

Imam Hussein (a) 31 

years old

Imam Ali (a) becomes khalifa. He puts conditions--he will rule only in islamic way and all 

governors should swear loyalty. Muawiyah does not swear loyalty. 

Imam Hussein (a) 

36years old

Imam Ali (a) is martyred. Imam Hassan (a) becomes khalifa. Muawiyah and Ziyad continue 

to cause problems. Imam Hassan (a) makes a peace treaty with Muawiyah. Muawiyah 

breaks treaty; nominates his son Yazeed as his successor.

Imam Hussein (a) 45 

years

Imam Hassan (a) is poisoned to death by Muawiyah's plot

Imam Hussein (a) 55 

years old (60 AH)

Muawiyah dies and now Yazeed is in power. He is immoral, unjust, and cruel. He wants 

total control. He asks 'bayat'(allegiance)from Imam Hussein (a). Imam refuses and travels to 

Mecca.The people of Kufa write to him. They want him to be their leader. Imam sends his 

cousin Muslim bin Aqeel to Kufa. Muslim writes to Imam that Kufa is supportive to him. 

Imam starts his journey to Kufa. Yazeed finds out what's happening through his spies in 

Kufa. He quickly sends Ubaydallah Ziyad. Ubaydallah then becomes governor of Kufa and 

terrorizes all that support Imam Hussein (a).

On 9 Zilhaj 60 AH Ubaydallah carries out Yazeed's orders and gets Muslim killed.

After 9 Zilhaj (60 AH) Imam hears of Muslim's death in the middle of his journey to Kufa. He learns that 

atmosphere in Kufa is very differnt now. Hurr and his army receive an order from Ubaydallah 

to stop Imam Hussein (a) in Kerbala.

Imam Hussein (a) 56 

years old (2nd Muharram 

61 AH) 

Imam Hussein (a) arrives in Kerbala.
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17.2 Maps of the Middle East 
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17.3 Route of Imam Hussein (A) 
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17.4 Events at Kerbala 
 

2 – 9 Muharram 61 AH 
 
 

Muharram date  Event 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------- 

 

2nd                         + arrives at Kerbala 
+ camp positioned by Hurr at Alqama 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

3rd             + Umar Saad arrives with army unit 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------- 
 

+ More army units arrive 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------- 
 

7th          + Ubaydallah orders to cut off water supply 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

+ Shimr Ziljawshan arrives 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------- 

 
9th    + assault starts; postponed 

+ Imam talks to his group 
+ Both sides prepare for the next day 
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17.5 ASHURA Day 
 

FRIDAY 10 MUHARRAM 61 AH 
 

(FRIDAY 10 OCTOBER 680 AD) 
 

 

Dawn    + Fajr prayers led by Imam(a.s) 
 

 
Early morning  + Imam’s speech to Yazeed’s army 
    + Kufian’s speech to Yazeed’s army  
    + Hurr, others change sides  
    + Umar-e- Saad shoots first arrow 
    + Battle begins 
    + Shaheed’s 1 to 12 
 
 

 
Late morning   + First general attack 
    + Shaheed’s 13 to 62 
    + Imam’s camp attacked 
    + Shaheed’s 63 and 64 
 
 

 
Noon-After noon   + Prayer time, battle not suspended 
    Imam shielded during prayers 
    + Shaheed’s 65 to 92 
    + Imam’s family Shaheed’s: 93 to 110 
 
 

 
Early evening  + heads cut off from bodies 
    + Imam’s camp looted, set on fire 
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Chapter 18: Why Do We Remember Ashura 

 

 
  

Ashura was the day when Islam was saved by Imam Hussein (A). But why do we 
remember it every year? Why don’t we simply remember it while reading about it in 
the history books, or when we study it in Sunday school? 
 Whenever a very important occasion occurs, people have always celebrated 
anniversary. If the event is very important, it is remembered five, ten, and even fifty 
years after its occurrence. But there are some events that are extremely important 
and are remembered and celebrated every year .Ashura is one of those occasion. 
Other examples of such events are Christmas, which is the birthday of Prophet Isa 
(A) celebrated by Christians all over the world. 
  
 It is important to remember what happened on `Ashura because the Prophet (s) 
and the Imams before Imam Hussein (A) had remembered it, and the Imams who 
came after Imam Hussein (A) remembered it as well. Being Muslims, we obey and 
follow the Prophet (s) and his family (A). Here are some examples from history 
where the Imams and the Prophet (s) remembered what happened in Kerbala: 
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18.1 Prophet Muhammad (saw): 

 One day the Holy Prophet Muhammad (s) was in the house of Umm-e-Salama 
(A), his wife...Imam Hussein (A), who was a child at that time, entered inside and 
rushed to the Prophet. Umm-e-Salama (A) followed him and saw Imam Hussein 
seated on the chest of the Prophet and the Prophet was crying. In his hand there 
was something which he was turning upside down. Then he said,  

"O Umme Salma! Jibra'eel has come to me and told me that my Hussein 
will be martyred. This piece of earth is from his place of martyrdom. 
Preserve this with you, and the day that this earth turns into blood, you 
will know that Hussein (A) has been martyred." 

Umme Salma said, "O Prophet of Allah! Why don't you make du`a to Allah that 
Hussein (A) will not have to go through that."  

The Prophet replied,  

"Yes I prayed to Allah for it, but Allah revealed to me that due to his 
martyrdom, he will achieve a very high status, which will be 
unapproachable by anyone else. And he will have many followers 
(Shi'ah)...And that al-Mahdi (A) will be from his progeny. So it is 
very good for people to befriend Hussein to be among his followers 
(Shi'ah), because on the day of Qiyamah they will be successful." 

 

18.2 Imam Ali (A): 

 
One day, Imam Ali (A) was on a journey with his companions, and they passed by 
the land of Kerbala. There they recited their fajr prayers. Afterwards, Imam Ali (A) 
took a handful of earth, smelled it, and said: 
 

"Peace be upon you, earth of Kerbala! A group of people (who will be 
buried in you) will enter straight into heaven."  
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18.3  Imam Ali Ar Ridha(A): 

   
One day, someone named Rayyan, the son of Shabeeb, went to meet the 8th Imam, 
Imam Ali al-Rida (A) on the first day of the month of Moharram. He said that the 
Imam (A) told him: 
  
"O son of Shabeeb! Muharram is such an important month that even Arabs of the 
age of ignorance (jahiliyaa) respected its importance. They didn't allow fighting and 
blood-shed in it. But these people (the Umayyads) did not honor the importance of 
this month nor of their Prophet. In this month they killed the son of the Prophet and 
imprisoned the women in his family after stealing and plundering their belongings. 
Allah will never forgive this crime of theirs."  

"O son of Shabeeb! If you want to cry and weep for anyone, cry for Hussein bin Ali 
bin Abi Talib (a.s.) because he was beheaded like a lamb. Eighteen people from 
his family were also killed with him. The heavens and the earth cried for the death 
of Hussein. Four thousand angels’ came down from the heavens to aid him, but 
when they arrived they saw that he had already been martyred...O son of 
Shabeeb! My father (Imam Moosa al Kazim) has told me...that when my 
grandfather Imam Hussein (a.s.) was martyred, the sky rained blood and red 
sand."  

"O son of Shabeeb! If you cry over what happened to Hussein (A) so that tears 
flow from your eyes and fall upon your cheeks, Allah will forgive all your sins 
whether big or small and less or large in number."  

"O son of Shabeeb! If you want to earn the reward of those who were 
martyred along with Imam Hussein (A), then whenever you remember him, say: I 
wish I could have been with them, because then I too would have attained the 
Great Victory (meaning I would have become a martyr as well)."  

18.4 Imam Zainul Abideen(A): 
 

Imam Zain ul Abideen (A) used to cry a lot whenever he remembered `Ashura. 
There were times when the glass of water he drank, would become so full of tears 
that he would not be able to drink that water. When people asked him why he cried 
so much, he said, 
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"Yes indeed, I do not cry for the killing of my family, but I cry because the 

humiliation that the whole family faced on the way to Damascus was beyond 
description. I cry for that disgrace of women and children." 

 
He would then call the people around and tell them the story of Kerbala and what 
happened to the prisoners after Kerbala. People would also cry loudly. Syeda 
Zainab (A) used to also hold majalis for women and tell them about what happened 
in Kerbala. 
  That’s how the message of Kerbala was spread and is still remembered after 
1400 years.  
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18.5 Worksheet: Why Do We Remember Ashura 
 

Fill in the blanks: 

 
1. Ashoora was the day when Islam was saved by ____________. 
2. Imam Ali (A) said, “Peace be upon you, earth of ________ 

A group of people (who will be buried in you) will enter straight into heaven.” 
     3._______________ angels came down from heavens to aid          
       Imam Hussein (A) but found him already martyred. 
 
     4. The Holy Prophet (saw) told his wife ______________about  
        the martyrdom of Imam Hussein (A). 
 
      5. ________________________ used to cry a lot when he  
         remembered Ashoora. 
 
       6. _______________started the majalis for women. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Imam ZainulAbedeen (a)      Four thousand 
       

         Umme Salama              Karbala 

 

Imam Hussein (a) 

 

 

Sayeda Zainab (a) 
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Chapter 19:  Abbas bin Ali (A) 
 

 Abbas (A) is the son of Imam Ali (A) and 
Ummul Baneen. Imam Ali (A) married Ummul 
Baneen after the death of Syeda Fatimah (A). 
They had four sons, Abbas, Othman, Ja’far, 
and Abdullah. All four brothers were martyred 
in Kerbala.  
 
From his childhood, Abbas (A) was very 
devoted to his elder brother Imam Hussein (A). 
 
Titles: Some of Abbas (A) titles are 
 
Abbas Alamdar: 
In Kerbala Abbas (A) was the standard bearer 
of Imam Hussein’s army. That is why he is also known as Abbas Alamdar, the one 
who held the flag 
 
 Qamar Bani Hashim, or the moon of Bani Hashim. Abbas (A) was very handsome 
and brave, and was thus known as moon of the family. 
 
Saqqa-e- Sakina:  
He went to get water for his neice Sakina, and is thus known as Saqqa-e- Sakina 
 
On the day of Ashura, Imam Hussein (A) did not want Abbas(A) to go and fight. But 
Abbas (A) could not bear to see the thirst of his neice Sakina and other children of 
Ahlul’bait. So he asked for permission from Imam (A) to fetch some water. He took 
his Mashk or water bag, and went to the river. The enemies were very afraid of him, 
for they knew of his bravery. Abbas filled his Mashk with water and turned towards 
the tents of Ahlul’bait. 
 
The enemies did not want him to take water to the Khaima-gah or the tents. They 
followed him, throwing spears and arrows at him. His right arm was cut off, and then 
his left. Finally an arrow pierced the mashk and water spilled out of it. Hadhrat Abbas 
(A) fell to the ground and call for Imam Hussein’s (A) help. 
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19.1 Worksheet:  Abbas bin Ali (A) 

 
Answer the following questions. 
 

1. Who were the parents of  Abbas(A)? 
 
Father______________________. 
 
Mother_______________________. 
 
2. Who was the neice of Abbas (A) for whom he went to fetch water? 
 
_____________________________. 
 
3.  Abbas(A)  had three brothers who died with him in Kerbala. 
 
_____________, _________________ and ____________________. 
 
4.   Abbas (A) had many titles. Write two of them together with  
the meanings. 

 
       ____________________________________________________________ 
 
       _____________________________________________________________. 

 
5. Where is Abbas (A) buried? 
 
______________________________________. 
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Chapter 20: Activity Sheets 

20.1 A Secret Code  

Use the code below to find out a Hadith of the sixth Imam (A)  

about Kerbala. On a separate piece of paper I write what you understand 

from the Hadith. How does it apply to you?  

 

1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  

a  b c  d e  f g h i  j k l m 

14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  

n  o  p  q  r  s  t  u  v  w  x  y  z  
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20.2 Secret Message  

In the first week of Muharram a Muslim company releases the following seven balloons. The 

balloons have a secret message. Unscramble the words in each balloon to find the message.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
1. ________________________ 2. _________________ 3. _______________  
 
 
4. ________________________  5. __________________ 6. _____________________ 
 
 
7. ____________________________________ 
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20.3 Color a Hadith 
 
Color and learn the following Hadith of the Holy Prophet(s)  -  ·   -  -  -  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

•
  

•
  

•
  

•
  

•
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